Esophago/pharyngo/laryngeal interrelationships: airway protection mechanisms.
This presentation is part of a parallel seminar entitled "Esophago/Pharyngo/Laryngeal Interrelationships." It reports on some of the work done to elucidate the intricate mechanisms involved in transporting food/liquid through the pharynx while simultaneously protecting the airway from aspiration. Significant species differences occur during swallowing, which influence the interpretation of experimental results. Briefly discussed in this panel presentation are the distinction between the glottic closure reflex and laryngospasm; some variations that occur in normal and disordered adult swallowing; the sequence of events during swallowing; differences in the reciprocal relationship between breathing and swallowing in adults as contrasted with infants; and laryngeal reflexes engendered by esophageal stimulation.